
CHRISTMAS PARADE PICTURES ON PAGE 5!  CHECK THEM OUT!!

WWW.ALABASTERNEWSLETTER.COM
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In an episode of “Star
Trek: The Next
Generation” the Enterprise
has found a ship adrift for
200 years with people on

board from the 20th centu-
ry who were frozen until
there was a cure for what-
ever disease they carried.
A housewife and a business
tycoon were the only two
that could be rescued as the
ship was damaged.  

In one scene, the tycoon
looks at Captain Picard and
says something like “I have
to get to Earth quickly.  I
have many holdings and a
lot of capital.  I know you
wouldn’t care as a life in
the military doesn’t pay
well.”  Captain Picard

looks at him and says one
of the more memorable
lines uttered in the series,
“You see, you’ll find that
in the 23rd Century it’s
not about what we have
but who we are.”  

Isn’t that great?  It’s
not about what we have
but who we are.  What a
great sentiment to take
into the new year.  

If you’ve studied
Maslow’s Hierarchy of
Needs, you’ll see that
“self-actualization” is the
ultimate goal.  That is the
full functioning of the per-
son making the most of
their talents to the best of
their ability.

Those are the kinds of
thoughts you have when
each new year begins.  Let
me make the most of my

time on Earth.  No posses-
sion is more precious than
the limited time we spend
on Earth and how we inter-
act with others, hopefully
to the benefit of all.  

Life is precious to be
sure.  A billion plus miles
in every direction there is
no known planet that can
fully support life as Earth
can.  That’s some valuable
real estate.  

Enjoy the new year
with family and friends.
Nourish your soul with the
arts - read, write, paint,
take a photograph, act,
sing.  As the song says,
“Express yourself!”

From all of us here at
the Original Alabaster
Newsletter, have a 
Happy New Year! 

Alabaster
A Word from the
Editor & Publisher, Ted Vodde

The Alabaster Newsletter  Published Monthly     Editor & Publisher: Ted Vodde
Contributors: John Brackin, Eric Starling, Sarah P. Jones

Danny Doyle, Dawn South, David Frings
We welcome your comments, suggestions & story ideas. Call 620-5505 and e-mail  

tedvodde@gmail.com or tedvodde@alabasternewsletter.com
Copyright© 2014 Mindstream Media, LLC

WE’RE ALWAYS ONLINE AT WWW.ALABASTERNEWSLETTER.COM!  CHECK IT OUT!

• 6weeks – 12 yrs old • Special Programs
•Affordable Rates • Breakfast, Lunch, Snack

Owned By Director Yoko Brown, B.S, M. Ed Special Education, 
National Board Professional Teacher, Certified in Educational Leadership.

Year Long Academic Enrichment
At Young Impressions, we believe that every child has the ability to be successful.

State of the art facility, nurturing teachers, Alabama certified teacher, 

Alabama Department of Education approved curriculums and activities.
New addition storm resistant, walls can  withstand 250 miles per hour wind

Hours 6am - 6 pm
1321 7th street SW next to Thompson 6th Grade Center

WE ALL HAD A GREAT TIME AT
THE CHRISTMAS PARADE!
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YOUR SMILE     YOUR SMILE     
SAYS IT ALLSAYS IT ALL

A beautiful
smile projects
confidence,

well-being and
a positive

image.
Call for a 

consultation 
Today!

Thomas E. Dudney D.M.D   PC
Kari  L. Bartlett, DM.D.                
Aesthetic &General Dentistry

No representation is made that the quality of the dental services performed is 
greater than the quality of the dental services performed by other dentists.

122 7th Avenue NE  (behind Arby’s) in Alabaster
T: 205-663-6545   F:205.620-1568 E. tedudneydmd@aol.com

NEW PATIENTS ARE WELCOME!

CHAMBER OFFERING MONTGOMERY PREVIEW                   
The Greater Shelby

County Chamber of
Commerce will be hosting
a meeting featuring Shelby
County’s state legislative
delegates on Wednesday,
Jan. 8. The 2014 State
Legislative Session
Preview is open to the
public and will be held in
the Chamber’s Large
Community Services
Room at the County
Services Building in
Pelham. 

The meeting, which
will give residents a pre-
view of the state’s upcom-
ing legislative session prior
to its kickoff on Jan. 14, is
scheduled for 5:30 p.m. to
7 p.m. It will include a
presentation portion from
the delegates, followed by
a question and answer ses-
sion for attendees to ask
questions. 

The meeting is being

hosted by the Chamber’s
Governmental Affairs
Work Group, which meets
once a month as part of the
group’s ShelbyOne initia-
tive. 

“The work group
thought, hey, our delega-
tion members are about to
go down to Montgomery
on Jan. 14, that’s when the
next session convenes, so
why we don’t invite them
to provide a quick preview
that’s available to anyone
that wants to attend,” said
Kirk Mancer, president
and CEO of the Greater
Shelby County Chamber of
Commerce. “Then if folks
have questions on any spe-
cific legislation or in gener-
al as to what’s going to
occur down in
Montgomery, give them
the opportunity to ask
those questions, too.”  

In addition to providing

informational opportuni-
ties, Mancer said the work
group’s role will eventually
grow to include issue advo-
cacy.  

“We hope to be able to
establish a situation where
we would be able to take a
position on an issue that’s
important to businesses,”
said Mancer. “The other
role we want to fill is to
provide information to our
Chamber members and to
the business community
and the community as a
whole.”  

As a part of that goal,
Mancer said they plan to
host candidate forums for
elections relevant to local
voters. The group won’t be
endorsing any specific can-
didates, he said, but it will
give them an opportunity
to share their views. 

“One of the things we’re
going to be doing is 

provide an opportunity for
people to hear from either
elected officials or those
folks who are interested in
serving in those roles,” he
said. 

The County Services
Building is located at 1301
County Services Drive in
Pelham. The “Montgomery
Preview” is free of charge,
though seating is limited.
Guests are encouraged to
RSVP by Jan. 6 at
info@shelbychamber.org.
For more information, visit
the Greater Shelby County
Chamber of Commerce at
www.shelbychamber.org.  

Ask about our daily specials & catering menu.
21  Weatherly Club Drive@ Hwy 11  in  Alabaster. 
OpenMon.-Sat. 10:30 am - 9pm,Closed Sundays      

www.JoesItalianOnline.com
663-4111

LET US CATER
YOUR NEXT

EVENT!!

$5.00 OFF
ORDERS OF $25* OR MORE    

DINE-IN OR TAKE OUT
One coupon  per order per table and 

coupon is not to be combined 
with  any other offers or discounts. 

*Pre-Tax Amount
Good thru Jan 31, 2014 

Family Meals To Go

Feed 4 Starting at $22.95
Feed 6 Starting at $34.95

Please Provide 30 Minutes Notice

�



4  Advertise in the Alabaster Newsletter!  Call Ted Vodde at 620-5505 or email  tedvodde@gmail.com          January, 2014

Come see why we earned the most coveted award for dealers from
Ford - the President’s Award.  

Check out our inventory at WWW.ERNESTMCCARTY.COM or stop by
and see us at 1471 Highway 31 South and call us at 663-3831.

ERNEST McCARTY
FORD

663-3831

2014 Ford Fusion

2014 Ford Mustang

2014 Ford Flex

2014 Ford Escape

2014 Ford F-150

Happy New Year from
Ernest McCarty Ford!
We look forward to continue to provide

you with the best cars and trucks, the best
prices, and the best service in 2014!

COME CHECK US OUT!

SHELBY 

COUNTY'S ONLY

FORD DEALER

FOR OVER 

 30 YEARS!
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2013 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE “WISHIN’ FOR A WHITE CHRISTMAS”
Winning Entries received Santa trophies:  •“Best Use of Theme” – Thompson 105 lb. Youth Football •“Most Creative” – Southern Dance Arts
Storybook Holiday •“Most Entertaining” – Joy’s Dance Company; and 2 Blu and The Lucky Stiffs •“Best Walking Entry” – Shelby County 4-H
Horse Club•“Best Holiday Spirit” – Thompson Intermediate School – 2013 Mr. & Miss TIS and 4th/5th Grade CourtGrand Marshal:  Mr.
Jimmy Gould  Emcee:  Dollar Bill from 102.5 The BullJudges:  Dr. Tom Slaughter from Chiropractic Center in Calera; Debbie Daw from
Drummond Company in Birmingham; and June Eggleton from NCP Solutions in Birmingham.
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On Friday, Nov. 15,
Central Alabama Paintball
Park in Alabaster hosted
its first-ever night session.
The event saw dozens of
paintball enthusiasts gath-
er at the Alabaster sports
facility to enjoy a night of
paintball battle under the
lights. 

The park, which
opened in January of 2013,
recently installed lighting
on one of its airball fields.
Owner Will Lumpkin said
they soon plan to add
lights to the rest of the
fields as well. 

“We’re going to try to
do one Friday night ses-
sion each month, and
hopefully I’ll be able to
add lights to another field
every month,” said
Lumpkin. 

Central Alabama
Paintball Park is located
off U.S. 31 south of
Saginaw Pipe. Lumpkin
said he was inspired to
open the park after travel-

PAINTBALL PARK HOLDS FIRST NIGHT SESSION   
ing around the country to
other paintball facilities. 

“I’ve been involved in
the sport of paintball and
the industry for almost ten
years now,” said Lumpkin.
“I started traveling around
the country as a player,
playing competitively, and
I wanted to provide a local
place that was a very high-
quality and safe facility so
that people could enjoy the
sport here locally.” 

The Alabaster location
is just minutes from
Interstate 65, making it
easily accessible to those
driving from Birmingham
or even Montgomery. It
also offers ample parking. 

“It was a perfect site. I
was looking for something
that was convenient to
both Birmingham and the
Calera-Pelham-Alabaster
area,” said Lumpkin. “It’s
obvious to me that this
part of town is a growing,
booming side of town.”  

The complex features

five different
fields, which are
each enclosed by
high-quality net-
ting and feature
different types of
obstacles. 

“They all
accommodate
different styles
of play,” said
Lumpkin.
“We’ve got two
airball fields,
which are the inflatable
bunkers that people may
have seen on TV or
online.” 

The other fields include
one with large cable spools
scattered about and anoth-
er with buildings built to
simulate a town environ-
ment. According to
Lumpkin, the town field
will be the next one to
have lights installed. 

The first night session
started at 5 p.m. and went
off as planned, despite
rain earlier in the day.

There was some intense
paintball action, along with
free food and music over
the sound system. 

Central Alabama
Paintball Park will be cele-
brating its one-year
anniversary in January.
Lumpkin said it’s a family-
friendly environment that
welcomes church groups,
birthday parties and even
corporate outings. For more
information, visit them
online at
Facebook.com/CentralAlab
amaPaintballPark. 

Row 1: Owner Tracy Daniel
Row 2: Mehgen Overton, Annette Bullard
Row 3: Mandy Barker, Debbie Lovelady, 
Dawn Hill, Paula Smith, Kathy Wright,

Christine Bargman

NEW YEAR!
NEW YOU!!
FULL SERVICE SALON 

MANICURES & 
PEDICURES

VOTED “BEST OF THE
BEST SALONS” 

IN SHELBY LIVING
WALK-INS WELCOME!

217A 1ST ST. N (HWY 31)
NEXT TO THE OLD CITY HALL

HOURS: TUES - FRI 9-7, SAT. 9-3 CLOSED SUNDAY

PERSONAL AUTO SERVICE

PERSONAL AUTO SERVICE EXPRESS 9400 HWY 119, Alabaster, AL 35007
Between Publix & the Post Office Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am- 5:30 pm,  Sat. 8-3 621-2622

4 WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT
$10.00 OFF

NO APPT. NEEDED
Most makes & models 

Offer good thru 1/31/14

LUBE, OIL & 
FILTER $24.95
NOAPPT. NEEDED
Most makes & models 

Up to 5 qts. oil
Offer good thru

1/31/14

SAME DAY SERVICE•Full Auto Repair Service.  
•ASE Certified•NAPA Nationwide Warranty

•Tires•Batteries•Servicing All Makes & Models

IT’S NOT JUST A REPAIR, IT’S A RELATIONSHIP®

Owner Jim Cipriano

10% OFF ANY
REPAIR OR

SERVICE OVER
$200

Most Makes and Models.
WITH COUPON ONLY.  
OFFER GOOD THRU

1/31/14

Kevin L. Morris, DMD
389 Huntley Parkway, Pelham AL 35124

205-664-5099

• Accepting new patients.
• Emergencies are welcome. 

• Free Whitening for life program for new patients!

At Enhance Dental we see all members of the family. Our goal 
is to make healthy beautiful smiles. This goal can be achieved 
with routine care, but we also provide cosmetic 
improvements. Enhance Dental will continually strive to make
you feel right at home and look forward to a relaxed and
pleasant visit with you!

www.enhance-denta l . com

Enhance Dental is happy to introduce 

Se Habla Español

Happy New
Year!
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ENERGY SUPPLY NEXT BIG ISSUE by Senator Cam Ward

I have the pleasure of
serving as Vice Chairman
of the National Conference
of State Legislatures’
Energy and Natural
Resources Committee.
Supreme Court Justice
Louis Brandeis once said
that states are The
Laboratories of Democracy
– the good ideas of gover-
nance come from the state
level, and then are often
adopted nationwide if
proven to work. My expe-

rience with the NCSL
Energy Task Force certainly
bears this out. 

This week as the
Chairman of the Alabama
Senate Energy Committee, I
was in Washington, DC
with colleagues from across
the nation, working on a
document regarding man-
agement and usage of
America’s energy supply.
While sometimes these
types of things tend to get
off in the weeds of minuti-
ae, there is much good
news for our state and
country when it comes to
energy. 

Alabama ranks 13th in
Energy production, and has
the highest percentage of
“mix” in baseload produc-
tion of any southeastern
state. That’s a fancy way of
saying we’re in the top 25%
of energy producing states,
and we get our energy from
a diverse set of fuels:
hydro-electric, nuclear, coal

and are at the forefront of
wind turbine production.
Even “Governor
Moonbeam” out in
California has approved of
legislation establishing a
permitting system for
hydraulic fracturing oil
exploration. 

Every bit of this is a
boon not only to the United
States’ economic outlook,
but also our foreign policy.
In 5 years we will be a net
energy producer, and
exporter – something that
has not happened in over
40 years. I am proud to rep-
resent our state on such a
vital and cutting edge task-
force that will have long-
term policy indications for
our country in the years to
come.  Energy production
will be the next big issue to
confront state governments,
and Alabama needs to be a
leader in this area.

and renewables. Each one
of the industries creates
jobs for our state, and each
receives industry-specific
tax incentives to ensure
lower consumer costs, and
higher worker retention
rates. 

What we do in
Alabama has an effect on
the national energy situa-
tion, just as what is done in
North Dakota, Wyoming,
Texas, Oklahoma and even
California has an effect on
the national energy produc-
tion picture. North Dakota
has the Bakken Oil Fields,
which has transformed
their economy, and is alter-
ing the worldwide balance
in oil production. Wyoming
and other western states
are producing more and
cheaper coal and natural
gas through a variety of
new technologies.
Oklahoma and North Texas
are taking advantage of
their wide-open spaces,

Senator Cam Ward
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BAPTIST SHELBY HOSPITAL WINS HONORS             
Shelby Baptist Medical

Center in Alabaster has been
in the spotlight recently for
some well-earned accolades. 

The hospital was one of
the first in the nation to
receive a new designation
from Blue Cross and Blue
Shield indicating both quali-
ty and cost-efficient cardiac
care. The hospital recently
received the new Blue
Distinction Center+ designa-
tion as part of the Blue
Distinction Centers program.  

According to the Blue
Cross and Blue Shield
Association website
(www.bcbs.com), Blue
Distinction hospitals are
those that have met “overall
quality measures for patient
safety and outcomes, devel-
oped with input from the
medical community.” Those
that received the additional
Blue Distinction Center+
designation also met “cost
measures that address con-
sumers’ need for affordable
healthcare.” 

Shelby Baptist was

specifically recognized for
its performance in the area
of cardiac care. According
to the website, Blue
Distinction Centers+ for
Cardiac Care are “20 per-
cent more cost-efficient
than non-designated hos-
pitals for those same car-
diac procedures.”  

Other Birmingham-area
hospitals receiving the des-
ignation in the area of car-
diac care were Princeton
Baptist Medical Center,
Brookwood Medical
Center, St. Vincent’s
Birmingham and St.
Vincent’s East. To view the
entire list, go to bcbs.com. 

Baptist Health System
was also recently honored
for its Worksite Wellness
Initiative, which was
selected as a 2013
HealthCare Consumerism
Superstar by the Institute
for HealthCare
Consumerism (IHCC). The
program received the
group’s “Most Effective

Population Health
Management” award. 

According to the IHCC
website (www.theihcc.com),
the annual awards are
“designed to recognize those
who go above and beyond in
executing Innovative Health
and Benefit Management
Programs or providing these
solutions to organizations.” 

Baptist Health System
began its internal wellness
program five years ago as a
way of combating the rising
health care costs of its 4,800
employees. Based on feed-
back from its employees,
Baptist focused its efforts on
cessation of smoking, exercise
frequency and compliance
with routine preventative
checkups.  As a result, tobac-
co use fell from 14.7 percent
to 8.4, and primary diabetes
claims fell 40 percent. 

“Baptist Health is honored
to be selected as a HealthCare
Superstar,” said Beth Francis,
Baptist Health System vice
president and chief human

resources officer.  “A
steadily increasing rate of
employee participation and
a data-driven approach
have made it easier for us
to identify health risks
prevalent in our workforce
and design specific out-
reach and educational pro-
grams to help our employ-
ees become healthier, feel
better and reduce every-
one’s costs associated with
chronic conditions.”

BAD TOOTH GOT YOU DOWN?
No Dental 
Insurance?
CALL ME!

I’m Your Dentist 

664-1166

Dr.  Scott A. Anderson, DMD

SIMPLE TOOTH EXTRACTION
ONLY      $99 INCLUDES EXAM & XRAY

NEXT TO PANERA BREAD ALABASTER 
AT COLONIAL PROMENADE SOUTH.

Surgical extractions are NOT included in this special
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Each office is 
independently 

owned & operated.

We sell more in Alabaster than anyone.  So why work with an agent from
Vestavia, 280, or outside our area? We live & work right here in your neighbor-
hood, so call the #1 Alabaster Team when you’re serious about results.  We're
conveniently located in the Promenade between Walmart and Habaneros and
are ready to serve you.  Call one of us today!

3BR/2BA BSMT $140s
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

4BR/2.5BA $150s 
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

Kena Perkins
218-2695

kenaperkins.com

4BR/3.5BA  $400s  
Kena Perkins 218-2695

5BR/3.5BA $220s    
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

3BR/2.5BA  $150s
Sue Walker 410-7380

Sue Walker
410-7380

suewalker.us

4BR/2.5BA $160s 
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

4BR/2BA  $140s 
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

Sterling Gate Lots 30k - 45k
Tim Mitchell 305-8756

5BR/4.5BA .74 Acre  $400s    
Tim Mitchell 305-8756

Molly Ledbetter        
541-3500

4BR/3.5BA Oak Mtn $360s
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

3BR/2BA $114k   
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

Tim Mitchell
305-8756

TimMitchellSells.com

3BR/2BA  $150s 
Tim Mitchell 305-8756

4BR/3.5BA 4 Car $350s  
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

3BR/2BA  $170s 
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

3BR/2.5BA $130s 
Molly Ledbetter 541-3500

5BR/3.5BA $270s  
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

Anthony Arnone
821-8020

Call the #1 Alabaster Team & get it SOLD!

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ALL OF US!

3BR/2BA BSMT $240s  
Tim Mitchell 305-8756

3BR/2BA Hoover $180s   
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

3BR/2BA $120s   
Tim Mitchell 305-8756 

4BR/3BA $220s 
Anthony Arnone 821-8020

SOLD!

SOLD!SOLD!

UNDER 
CONTRACT!
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Occasions from the same
location but decided to open
Southern Vintage Market
after attending an auction in
Ensley with her husband
Walter.  

“There was a sale for
Cotton’s department store,
which was going out of

business after 95
years. As a child, I
remember going
there, and Mother
would buy our Easter
outfits. It was a real
nice store,” said
Mary. “So we went to
the auction, and we
bought a lot of stuff
because it was so
interesting.”

One item in partic-
ular would end up
playing an important
role in their decision
to open their own

store. Mary said when she
got there she spotted a long
wooden display wall that
she just had to have. 

“When we got there, I
saw this wall and I told my
husband I wanted the wall.
He said, well, they’re not
going to auction the wall.
Well, they did. The very last
thing they auctioned was
the wall, and we got it,”
said Mary. “So then we
had to figure out what to
do with it. We had to
bring it in here to store it,
and I said, well let’s just
open our own shop. So
that’s kind of what pushed
us into it.”  

The old Cotton’s dis-
play is now situated
against the interior left
wall of Southern Vintage
Market, and it makes the

For folks in search of
that special piece of furni-
ture or accessory to add to
their home, Southern
Vintage Market in
Alabaster may have just
the thing. 

Southern Vintage
Market is located conve-
niently off Highway 119
just south of Butler Road. It
opened its doors on 
Nov. 1, though owner
Mary Lee said she’s been
involved in vintage sales
her whole life. 

“We’ve actually been in
this type of business our
whole life. My mother was
an antique appraiser, and I
worked with her for over
30 years, handling estate
sales,” said Lee.  

Lee previously ran a
business called Special

Owners Walter and Mary Lee specialize
in providing that special furniture or

accessory for your home.

perfect place to display
dozens of interesting shelf
items. 

The merchandise at
Southern Vintage Market
includes a unique blend of
old and new, vintage and
refurbished. There are sever-
al great older pieces, though
Mary is quick to point out
it’s not just antiques. 

“I don’t want an antiques
store, because people feel
like it’s like a museum,” she
said. “I want a store with
just good quality items at
fair prices, new and old
mixed.” 

Opening the store has
been a good fit for the Lees,
as they’ve always enjoyed
buying and selling. 

“This is truly what we
love to do,” said Mary.  

Alabaster
BUSINESS PROFILE

SOUTHERN VINTAGE MARKET 
8111 Highway 119

903-0369

NEW YEAR TRAVEL SAVINGS!  MENTION THIS AD
AND GET   10% OFF ANY REPAIR

SOUTHERN VINTAGE MARKET                    

219 North First St., Alabaster, AL 35007
Phone 205.664.2130 After Hours 205.941.0631

www.AlabasterSmiles.com

DAVID’S AUTO CLINIC, LLCDAVID’S AUTO CLINIC, LLC

664-3053

Open Mon-Fri
7am-6pm

•GENERAL REPAIRS
•TUNE-UPS  •BRAKES  
•AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE
•TIMING BELTS REPLACED
•BATTERIES & STARTERS 
•ALL MAKES & MODELS

1227 1ST ST. N (Hwy 31) IN
ALABASTER next to Jack’s



12 Advertise in the Alabaster Newsletter!  Call Ted Vodde at 620-5505 or email  tedvodde@gmail.com         January, 2014

Stephen R. Stricklin, DMD 
General & Cosmetic Dentistry 

663-6644223 First Street North (Hwy 31)
Alabaster, Alabama 35007

Hrs: Mon & Wed 7-3 Tues & Thurs. 8-5

www.drstricklin.com

By appointment only.  
New Patients Welcome!

Call today!

CARE CREDIT 12 MONTH - NO INTEREST FINANCING (If Approved)

•New Patients
Welcome
•Caring,

Friendly Staff
•Professional
Cleaning &

Exams
•Tooth Colored

Fillings

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

ALABASTER COMPETITIVE SOCCER CLUB GETS NEW COACH        
The Alabaster

Competitive Soccer Club
(ACSC) is pleased to
announce that Shane
Howard has agreed to be
the new Director of
Coaching.  Howard, a
native of Ireland, was a
member of the Irish
National team and Irish
Development team from
U14 to U18 including
games against European
powerhouses Spain,
France, and Holland. 

He then went on to
play collegiately for both
Old Dominion University
and the University of
Montevallo where he grad-
uated with a degree in
Kinesiology with a focus in
health promotion. He has
been coaching with the
club for the last two sea-
sons. 

Howard’s duties will
include overseeing the
clubs coaching staff and
developing anoverall club
soccer philosophy going

forward with an emphasis
on player development.
Another new addition the
club has announced is the
appointment of a new
Technical Director, Floreal
Pedrazo. Pedrazo, a native
of Germany, was a member
of the German National
U16 team before going on
to play collegiately at both
Birmingham-Southern
College and Georgia State
University.    

He played five years in
Germany with FC Kickers
Obertshausen and TGS
Juegesheim, with whom he
was also a coach and
Assistant Athletic Director.
Pedrazo received his
Bachelor’s degree in
Business Administration
from Birmingham-Southern
College in 2006 and his
Master’s in Sport
Management from Georgia
State University in 2008.    

He has his Soccer
Coaching UEFA B-License
and is currently serving as

involved with the club; it is
a great organization with
fantastic people involved.  I
think there is great poten-
tial here to grow more
teams in the club, and I will
strive to give the kids the
best possible overall soccer
experience. Our goal will
be to develop players to
play technical soccer with
an objective of possession
and strategic play.    

Although winning is

an assistant
coach with
University of
Montevallo
Men’s Soccer
team. Pedrazo
will be responsi-
ble for imple-
menting a pro-
gram to improve
and develop
technically profi-
cient players.
Coach Flo, as he
is called,
stated,“My goal
is to improve the technical
ability of our players. 

Many American players
are athletic, even at the col-
lege level, but lack the tech-
nical skill to play the game
at the highest level. I will
work to develop soccer
fundamentals and game
understanding with the
European style as a model
for the club.”

Howard has also stated,
“I am really looking for-
ward to getting more (CON’T ON PAGE 16)

Pure Faith Salon is an upscale Christian salon, where we treat our
guests like family.  Now under the New leadership of Melissa 
Campbell.  We would like to invite everyone to come see our newly
remodeled facility and be a part of our
Faith family!  We offer top of the line 
products and color to ensure quality results
for your hair.  Keratin Complex, 
Moroccanoil, and Paul Mitchell products
will take your hair to a new level.  

COME SEE US TODAY!

(From Left) Yolanda Harrell, Kelly Wilson, Angie Baisden, owner Melissa (Missy) Campbell,
Jasmine Smith, Cynthia Hicks, and Sharon Reeds.

New Look, New Leader, New You!

$15 OFF

ANY SALON SERVICE
Expires 1/31/14

May not be combined with other specials.
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MAIN STREET MAKEOVER     
At the Nov. 18 city

council meeting, local resi-
dent and Cultivate Church
member Randi Dicus pre-
sented the council with a
proposal to clean up Main
Street in downtown
Alabaster. 

The proposal, which
was created as part of a
community service project
for Cultivate Church, calls
for a community partner-
ship to improve the look of
the area through things like
pressure washing windows
and cutting the overgrown
grass. Dicus said the
cleanup could create a
more inviting economic cli-
mate that might be attrac-
tive to new businesses. 

Following her com-
ments, Council President
Scott Brakefield commend-
ed Dicus on the idea and
suggested she follow up on
the project with City offi-
cials. 

“I’m sure that the
mayor and city manager

can point you in the right
direction,” said Brakefield.
“I think it’s a great con-
cept.” 

Dicus, who was previ-
ously a member of the
City’s Beautification Board,
explained the concept fur-
ther following the meeting. 

“The proposal is to
clean up and spruce up
Main Street in Alabaster,”
she said. “Basically what
we want to do is we want
to be able to help these ten-
ants paint the outside of
the building or whatever
needs to be done as part of
a community service.”  

Cultivate Church,
which has been meeting at
Thompson High School, is
in the process of relocating
to a new building off
Alabama 119. 

At the city council
meeting, Dicus said she
wanted to speak with the
City first, before contacting
land owners in the area. 

Make home
improvement

your New Year’s
Resolution

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling 
Home Repairs Carpentry

•Plumbing Electrical
Drywall • Room Additions

Remodels •Painting •
Decks • Basements  

Licensed General Contractor

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling 
Home Repairs Carpentry

•Plumbing Electrical
Drywall • Room Additions

Remodels •Painting •
Decks • Basements  

Licensed General Contractor

Specialty Construction
Steve Haney

205-369-2841

Specialty Construction
Steve Haney

205-369-2841
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.

Offer expires 12/31/11
Discount not to exceed $200.00 

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Offer expires 1/31/14

Discount not to exceed $200.00 

10% laborlabor
maximum $200maximum $200

OFF

Know your rights before
you hire a tax preparer!

Most tax preparers act within the law and treat their clients
fairly. But there are some who don’t.
Before you hire a tax preparer, you should:
• Ask for a written estimate of all fees before giving your tax records 

to the preparer. Avoid preparers who base their fee on a percentage 
of the refund.

• Ask if the preparer will e-file your return.
• Ask if the preparer will represent you if you are audited.
• Consider whether the individual or firm will be around to answer 

questions about the preparation of the tax return months, or even 
years, after the return has been filed.

• Ask about the preparer’s credentials.  Are they an Enrolled Agent, 
CPA or Attorney?  It makes a difference when representing you in 
an audit.”

A tax preparer should never do any of  the following:
• Ask you to sign

...a blank return

...an incomplete return, or

...a return with false information on it.
• Prepare your return without reviewing the records required to 
complete accurate return, such as information about your dependents, 
child care expenses, or tuition payments.
• Guarantee that you’ll receive a tax refund.
• Guarantee that you won’t be audited by the IRS or the 

Alabama Department of Revenue.
When your return is completed:
• Review the entire return before you sign. Question the tax preparer 

about anything you don’t understand. You are ultimately responsible 
for the accuracy of the return.

• Make sure your preparer signs the return
• Get your papers back, including copies of all final returns.
• Get a receipt that contains the preparer’s address and phone number.

There are several qualified tax return preparers in our community. Be   
sure you are comfortable with the professional handling your return.

Essential Solutions, LLC
Cris Nelson, E.A. 663-8686

Enrolled Agent

www.Essential-Solutions.biz

The “Essential Solution” to all  your accounting and tax needs.
138 5th Avenue N. in Alabaster

Left to Right – Joni Kiger, Cris Nelson, E.A.
Kenyatta Ector, E.A., Charlie Poole, E.A.
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TIM MITCHELL GIVES 
TO AREA SCHOOLS  

Another Tim Mitchell School Grant Awarded - this time to 
Thompson Intermediate School for $300.    From left: Asst.
Principal Mr. Ferguson, Ann Jay Harrison-4th Grade Teacher,
Rachel Benz, 4th grade daughter Addie, and Tim Mitchell.   

Tim Mitchell’s exclusive School-Grant promotion is for
any area school, public or private, in the Alabaster or
Jefferson and Shelby County areas for the next 2014 school
year and goes directly to area teachers  (or to a specific
department) when any parent or staff member uses Tim
Mitchell to help buy or sell a home.  Please contact Tim
Mitchell directly at 305-8756, or via e-mail
timmitchell@kw.com, for more information.  

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons, N. Ryan Livingston,
DMD, MD, and Joshua E. Everts, DDS, MD,

practice the full scope of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
with expertise ranging from corrective jaw surgery to 
wisdom tooth removal. The doctors can also diagnose

and treat facial injuries requiring reconstructive surgery,
corrective sleep apnea surgery and perform a full range 

of dental implant and bone grafting procedures.

Call today to schedule an appointment!

205-208-0167
www.shelbyofs.com

420 1st Street North, Alabaster, AL 35007

• Botox
• Dental Implants
• Teeth-in-a-Hour
• Bone Grafting
• Wisdom Teeth Removal
• Facial Trauma
• Jaw Surgery

• Pre-Posthetic Surgery
• Dermal Fillers
• Distraction Osteogenesis
• Oral Pathology
• Sleep Apnea
• Impacted Canines

Pageant, Prom, & Tuxedo Rental

Designer Gowns
by 

Sherri Hill
MacDuggal
LaFemme

Dave & Johnny
Morrell Maxie

Prom & Pageant
Must Haves!

Find us on facebook to get a
sneak peak of our gowns!

Missy Anthony, Owner
8919 Hwy 119 Suite 102

Glitzandgowns@aol.com
January-April Hours

Monday–Friday 12:00 to 7:00 
Saturday 10:00 to 6:00

Sunday 12:00-5:00 685-5825
With this coupon.  Offer expires 1/31/14 

10%OFF
Pageant Rental or

Prom Purchase
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Downton Abbey Tea & Trivia – January 6, 2014. 6 pm - Think
you know all there is to know about Downton Abbey? Come test
your knowledge and maybe win a prize!  Enjoy delicious snacks,
teas, and see if you have what it takes to win! Registration is
required, so please call 664-6822 to sign up.
Job Search Workshops – Join us as local expert Fabray Turner of
Turner & Associates in Pelham leads the following workshops:
Job Searching Today – January 9, 10 am
Resume Writing Today – January 16, 10 am
Interviewing Today – January 23, 10 am
Networking Today – January 30, 10 am
Program takes place in the meeting room.
Adult Computer Classes - Call or come by to sign up. 664-6822.
Wednesday, January 15, 10 am – Microsoft Word 2007 Pt. 1
Wednesday, January 29, 10 am – Microsoft Word 2007 Pt. 2
Library Book Group - Thursday, January 16, 2014. 7 pm – Join
us in our discussion of “Cage of Stars” by Jacqueline Mitchard.
Her Mormon community shattered by the brutal murders of her
two younger sisters, Veronica Swan severs ties with her family
years later in her inability to forgive their killer, a decision that
causes her to discover profound truths about sin and compas-
sion. Program takes place in the meeting room.
Cake & Culture – Sunday, January 19, 2014. 2 pm – Storyteller
Dolores Hydock presents Money Talks! Stories of Cold Hard
Cash.  This program is brought to you by MakingCents –
Resources to help your money grow and Smart investing@your
library® series, a partnership between the American Library
Association and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation. Program
takes place in the meeting room. Refreshments will be served.
Identity Theft  -  January 21, 2014. 11:00 am. Join us as Ruth
Brock of the Alabama Cooperative Extension Service discusses
identity theft – the warning signs, how it happens, how to reduce
your risk and the steps to take if you are a victim of identity
theft. This program is brought to you by MakingCents –
Resources to help your money grow and Smart investing@your
library® series, a partnership between the American Library
Association and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation.   
Free AARP Tax Help for Seniors - February through early
April. Available by appointment on Tuesdays and Thursdays in
the meeting room. Starting in January please call or come by the
Albert L. Scott Library to sign up. 664-6822. 

LIBRARY ADULT ACTIVITIES

Every Wednesday
10:15 am  Outreach Stories at
area daycares 
3:30 pm Tunes & Tales for all
ages in the meeting room
1st Thursday 1:00 pm 
Friends of Library Bookmenders 
Every Friday 10:30 am
Toddler Tales (2s, 3s) 10:30 in
the meeting room.  Children
must be with an adult.

LIBRARY CLOSED: 
January 1, 2014 New Years Day
January 20, 2014 – Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day

Library Board Meeting –
Tuesday, January 28, 6 pm

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES LIBRARY KIDS ACTIVITIES
Tuesday, January 7 Lego League 6:00pm-6:45pm Kids of all
ages can play with Legos of all sizes. Children 6 years old and
younger must be with an adult. Meets in the meeting room.
Thursday, January 9 On the Money: Avoiding College Sticker
Shock 6:30pm-7:30pm     Financial expert Ruth Brock will
guide students and their parents through the maze of trying to
finance a college education.  It’s not only for seniors and juniors
but for younger high school students and parents so they don’t
let scholarship information slip by them. The program is part of
MakingCentsResources to help your money grow a Smart
investing@your library® partnership between the American
Library Association and FINRA Investor Education (Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority). This grant project provides free,
unbiased information to the community about financial literacy
and personal finance. The Albert L. Scott Library is one of 15
select libraries in Birmingham, Jefferson and Shelby counties
taking part in this grant this year. Our library’s resources
include new books for children and adults, DVDs, and more.
The goal of the project is to empower library patrons to make
smart financial decisions for long-term investing and day-to-day
money matters.  Meets in the meeting room.
Friday, January 17 American Girls Club 4:00pm Girls 7 years
old and older can sign up to learn about Kirsten’s World. Come
with or without a doll. Meets in the meeting room.

Friends of the Library Meeting – Monday, January 13, 6 pm
Looking for a good home for those books you no longer need?  The
Friends of the Library accepts donated books* to be sold at the semi-
annual book sales.  The funds raised go to special needs and projects at
your library.  *We accept fiction, non-fiction, children's books, and cook-
books, DVDs, CDs, and books on CD.  We are unable to accept text-
books, reference books or magazines.  Be a Friend!  Membership appli-
cations are availableat the Library desk and at www.cityofalabaster.com

Friends of the Albert L. Scott Library         

Alabaster
ALBERT L. SCOTT LIBRARY

Attention Alabaster
residents!!

@3dairservices, LLC

for monthly discounts and specials!

Use this coupon for a 

FREE
Service Call

with 3D Air Services, LLC

664-3501

Ask us about our 
$100.00 Referral Bonus!!
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LIBRARY ROOF REPAIRED       
At its Nov. 18 meeting,

the Alabaster City Council
approved a resolution (No.
111813-A) authorizing
repairs on the Albert L.
Scott Library. 

The resolution indicated
the need for immediate
repairs on the library roof,
saying that “serious dam-
age was present” and that a
new leak had been discov-
ered. 

The passing of the reso-
lution followed the rejec-
tion of an insurance claim,
which was made on the
City’s insurer, Alabama
Municipal Insurance Corp. 

The resolution specifical-
ly authorized the hiring of
Cool Tech Coatings LLC to
“repair and replace the roof
of the Albert L. Scott
Library to be paid from
capital funds.” The cost of
the project was $29,000.

Council members voted
5-0 to approve the resolu-
tion in a roll call vote. 

In other news, the coun-

cil approved a second reso-
lution (No. 111813) author-
izing the renewal of a fran-
chise agreement with
AT&T.

According to the resolu-
tion, AT&T is in the
process of upgrading its
telecommunications net-
work, which will involve
the use of the City’s public
rights of way. The upgrade
involves “an integrated
Internet Protocol enabled
broadband platform of
voice, data and video serv-
ices, the video component
of which AT&T Alabama
asserts is a switched, two-
way, point-to-point and
interactive service.” 

To view both resolu-
tions, go to the City of
Alabaster website
(www.cityofalabaster.com)
and click on “City Council
Resolutions & Ordinances”
under the “Online
Services” tab.  

NEW SOCCER COACH      

important, our objectives
should not be to count wins
and losses but player devel-
opment. American soccer
has in the past been about
putting your fastest player
up front and everybody else
kick it to him, which works
for lower levels of soccer but
does not help when our
players get to higher levels.
We will work to develop
every player on the team. By
concentrating on skill devel-
opment and team posses-
sion, we will improve the
quality of soccer. We have
already made huge steps in
enlisting Floreal Pedrazo as
the club’s Technical
Director.”

Leif Milliron, the outgo-
ing Director of Coaching,
added, “Since the club’s for-
mation, we have been trying
to bring the best coaching
possible into our area. We
are proud of what we have
accomplished so far with the
help of all the soccer families

in Alabaster. Shane and Flo
will continue to build on
that and carry us forward
towards our goal of being
one of the best clubs in the
state. I am excited that they
will be working not only
with my children but with
all the players in our club.”

Alabaster Competitive
Soccer Club is a non-profit
and educational organiza-
tion. It is a member of the
Alabama Soccer
Association whose mission
is to foster the physical,
mental and emotional
growth and development
of Alabama’s youth
through the sport of soccer.
The club is now forming
boys and girls teams for U-
10, U-11, U-12, and U-13
ages. Their website is
www.alabastersoccer.org/
and email address is
info@acscsoccer.org.

(CON’T FROM PAGE 12)

(205) 621-4007

ALL YOU WOULD EXPECT FROM YOUR FAMILY
DENTIST AND MORE...
•Cleaning
•Exams & X-Rays
•Periodontal Care
•White Fillings
•Crowns/Bridges
•Tapout Mouthguards

•Full or Partial Dentures
•Root Canals
•Extractions
•Nitrous Oxide
•Zoom Whitening
•Botox

PROVIDERS FOR SOUTHLAND, BCBS, & CIGNA
We make no representation that the quality of the dental

services performed are better than those of any other dentist.

“Like” us on Facebook 
* Includes 1 syringe of Botox

Happy New Year!
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DON’T LET LEG PAIN AND SWELLING KEEP YOU 
FROM ENJOYING THE NEW YEAR!
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Spring Baseball/Softball Signup
Baseball/Softball registration will begin on Jan. 6 and run thru

Jan. 17.
• You can register online at www.alabasterparks.org from
8 AM, Jan. 6 thru 5 PM, Jan. 17.   
• You can register in person from 8 AM until 5 PM
Monday thru Friday at the Depot (Parks & Recreation Office).
• Saturday registration will be on Jan. 11 from 10 AM
until 2 PM at the Alabaster Senior Center.
• New players should bring a copy of their birth certifi-
cate with them.
• Registration Fee:  $160 for 1st child; $130 for 2nd child;

Alabaster
Parks & Rec Dept., 100 Depot St. 664-6840   www.alabasterparks.org

PAVILIONS FOR RENT
Outdoor Rental Facilities:  Several of our City Parks offer

pavilions for rental use.  The best way to make sure your event
happens at the location of your choice is to contact Parks &
Recreation before our books are filled with reservations.
Pavilions are available for use by permit only.  There is a $40
rental fee and an additional refundable $40 deposit which must
be paid before your reservation is complete.

The Parks and Recreation Office is located inside the Depot at
100 Depot Street, Alabaster  Office Hours:  Mon. thru Fri. 8 am
until 5 pm  Phone:  205-664-6840 www.alabasterparks.org

PARKS & REC OFFICE

BASKETBALL  
Youth Basketball games took a break for the holidays; how-

ever, they will get back in full swing the first week of January.

COACHES NEEDED 
Volunteer coaches are needed for Baseball, Girl’s Softball,

and Soccer.  If you are interested in coaching, please fill out a
coach’s application and submit by January 17, 2014.

SPRING  SOCCER SIGNUP
Soccer registration will begin on Jan. 6 and run thru Jan. 17. 

You can register online at www.alabasterparks.org from 8 AM,
Jan. 6 thru 5 PM, Jan. 17. You can register in person from 8 AM
until 5 PM Monday thru Friday at the Depot (Parks & Recreation
Office). Saturday registration will be on Jan. 11 from 10 AM
until 2 PM at the Depot. New players should bring a copy of
their birth certificate with them.  Leagues begin at age 4.
Registration Fee:  $85 for U6/U8.  $105 for U9 & older.  Non-resi-
dents:  additional $10 per child.

We’re happy to answer your questions or arrange a 
consultation at your convenience.
CALL US TODAY!

We specialize in creating functional, beautiful
spaces for enjoyable, sustainable living.

620-1798 www.pickettconstruct.com

• Exterior Portfolio®

Siding
• Custom Decks and Patios
• Roofing (all types)
• Basement Finishing
• Tile, Hardwood,

and Carpet
• Room Additions

• Fences
• Garages and Carports
• Screen/Sunrooms
• Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Window Replacement
• Minor and Major Repairs
• And More...

COLLISION REPAIR SPECIALISTS
PHONE 664-2639      FAX  664-2601    CELL 296-2639

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30 am-5:30 pm       www.propaintandbody.com
6282 Hwy 119 S in Alabaster

PHONE 664-2639      FAX  664-2601    CELL 296-2639
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30 am-5:30 pm       www.propaintandbody.com

6282 Hwy 119 S in Alabaster

We Pick Up &
Deliver Your Car
New Auto Glass 

Installation

We Pick Up &
Deliver Your Car
New Auto Glass 

Installation

Ins. Company
Preferred List

Lifetime
Warranty 

Ins. Company
Preferred List

Lifetime
Warranty 

COLLISION REPAIR SPECIALISTS
BEFORE AFTER

663-5677
Open Mon-Fri 8-5

COME SEE US FOR
FUEL MILEAGE

SAVINGS!!

We offer you a FULL
SERVICE SHOP:

•Maintenance•Engine
•Brakes  •A/C •Tires

Scan Diagnostic

TRUCK AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
FLEET SERVICES WELCOME

• FORD • CHEVY 
• DODGE  • HINO

Owners  Adam & Rikki Lowery

www.dieselsunlimited.com
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Upcoming Legislative Agenda
by Rep. April Weaver

Over the past several
months it has been my
honor to work as a member
of the Platform Committee
for the House Republican
Caucus. Our committee has
worked diligently with
House members to prepare
the agenda for the upcom-
ing 2014 session which
begins on January 14. Last
month, we unveiled the
bills and initiatives includ-
ed in the Republican
Caucus’ 2014
“Commonsense
Conservative” legislative
agenda.

Our agenda earned its
label because each of these
bills are commonsense
measures that represent the
conservative beliefs and
principles that we embrace.
They continue the record of
fundamental reforms, con-
stitutional rights protec-
tions, and pro-business, job
growth initiatives that have
been the focus of the
Legislature for the past four
years.  It also reflects our
deep commitment to social
issues like protecting
unborn life and preserving
personal religious and
moral freedoms from feder-
al mandates. I am confident
that the bills in our
'Commonsense
Conservative' agenda will
secure quick approval when
brought up for considera-
tion on the House  floor. 

This year, business own-
ers will receive immediate
tax relief and will find their
filing process made dramat-
ically easier through the
agenda’s Small Business
Tax Relief Act and the
Business Tax Streamlining
Act. Working with
Governor Bentley and the
Department of Revenue, the

agenda’s Tax Elimination
Act, will dissolve taxes that
cost more to collect than
they take in.  The Alabama
Taxpayer Audit Protection
Act will ensure that the
Internal Revenue Service’s
targeting of individuals for
audit based upon political
beliefs cannot occur on the
state government level, and
the Taxpayer Bill of Rights
will make the tax appeals
process more balanced and
fair for business and indi-
viduals alike.

The Revolving Door Act
being proposed has also
garnered widespread sup-
port from House
Republicans and will pre-
vent lawmakers from lob-
bying either legislative
body for at least two years
after leaving office.

The agenda also
includes the Healthcare
Right of Conscience Act,
which prevents healthcare
professionals from being
forced to provide services
that violate their conscience
and moral beliefs, and an
Adoption Tax Credit that
will help provide more
Alabama children with
secure and loving homes.

State employees, offi-
cials, and education work-
ers will receive clear cut
and codified immunity
from being sued while act-
ing in their official capacity
with passage of the
Statutory Immunity for
Teachers and State
Employees Act.

Economic development
and job creation remains
the major focus and the
details surrounding a major
Workforce Development
Initiative also included in
the agenda will be
announced soon. 

Thank you for allowing
me to represent you in the
Alabama House of
Representatives. It is my
honor and privilege to
serve!

Representative April Weaver

At Albritton & Ardovino Family Dentistry we
are dedicated to providing a friendly, 

comfortable environment to treat your dental
needs with an emphasis on a lifetime of  

prevention. We focus on developing honest,
true relationships with our patients and their
families. Our goal is to achieve the healthiest

smile possible for each patient in our practice.

Call today to schedule an appointment!
205-664-7610

www.aaFamilyDental.com
100 Colonial Promenade Pkwy Suite 400

Alabaster, AL 35007 
Next to American Family Care

• Exams & X-rays
• Cleanings
• Periodontal Care
• Fillings
• Crowns/Bridges
• Implant Crowns

• Full & Partial     
Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Nitrous Oxide
• Whitening

PERFORMING SUCH TASKS AS: 
•Polish Furniture •Vacuum Carpets •Mop

Floors •Make Beds •Clean Bathrooms
•Clean Countertops •Dust 

and Much More!
WWW.KLASSYKLEAN.NET

Residential &
Commercial 
Cleaning

Carpet
Cleaning

•Carpets Pre treated
•Steam Cleaning 
•IICRC Certified Techs
•Pet Stains & Red Stains
•Upholstery, Tile & Grout
•Certified in Water & Flood

damage and Mold
remediation & restoration

CALL FOR YOUR SPRING CLEAN-UP TODAY! 

685-9883
Lyn Edwards, Owner

WEEKLY   BI-WEEKLY    MONTHLY
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South City Theatre
presents “Born Yesterday”
by Garson Kanin.  Jan 31,
Feb 1, Feb 6, to Feb 8, at 8
PM. Matinee Time: Feb 2,
2:00pm   An uncouth, cor-
rupt rich junk dealer, Harry
Brock, brings his showgirl
mistress Billie Dawn with
him to Washington, D.C.
When Billie's ignorance
becomes a liability to
Brock's business dealings,
he hires a journalist, Paul
Verrall, to educate his girl-
friend. In the process of
learning, Billie Dawn real-
izes how corrupt Harry is
and begins interfering with
his plans to bribe a
Congressman into passing
legislation that would
allow Brock's business to
make more money with
hilarious results.             

Tickets are $15 general
admission or $12 seniors
and students. Season tick-
ets are a value at $60 for
one admission to each pro-
duction. For more informa-

tion or to make reserva-
tions, go to www.southci-
tytheatre.com or call the
box office at (205) 621-2126.         

The new South City
Theatre is located on
County Road 26 approxi-
mately 3.5 miles past the
Camp Branch Civic center.
To get there, take Highway
31 south and simply turn
left at County Road 26. The
theatre will be on the right.
www.southcitytheatre.com
on Twitter

COMEDY JAN. 31 - FEB. 8    

Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Emergency Serv. Avail.

Don’t Call a Stranger, Call Your Neighbor!
35 Years in Business!

24 Hours Emergency Service

www.theneighborhoodplumber.com

The
Neighborhood
Plumber

(Discount not to be combined with any other discount)

10%
given off your
plumbing bill 
totaling $200 or less.

• Certified Backflow Testing
& Installation

• Drain & Sewer Cleanin
• Experienced w/Lime &

Pressure Problems
• Commercial and Residential

663-0612
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GIRL SCOUTS EARN SILVER AWARD                   
Members of Girl Scout

Troop 182 of Alabaster
recently completed work on
their Silver Award project
and were approved to
receive the award at a
statewide ceremony in
March. 

Troop members Salem
Gaddis, Savana Young and
Sonya Wynn devoted over
150 hours apiece to the
project, which they com-
pleted in July. 

“I think they all did an
excellent job,” said Troop
Leader Raylene Gaddis.  

The Girl Scout Silver
Award is the second-high-
est award a Girl Scout can
receive, just below the Gold
Award. The award is
earned by completing a
community service project
that allows the Scouts to
demonstrate their leader-
ship and organizational
skills. It can be earned indi-
vidually or as a team. 

According to Raylene

Gaddis, the Scouts of
Troop 182 decided on a
music-education program
for their project. 

“What they decided to
do back in the seventh
grade was begin to earn
money for underprivileged
children to be able to learn
a music skill and also pro-
vide for them the instru-
ment,” she said. “That was
a lofty idea, but it was very
well planned out by
them.” 

The girls raised money
from a variety of sources
and were able to purchase
84 flutophones for their
project. 

“They earned several
hundred dollars to buy
each child from the Boys
and Girls Clubs that are in
second grade and third
grade a flutophone,” said
Raylene Gaddis. 

In addition to purchas-
ing the instruments, they
developed and implement-
ed a two-week educational

program, which
they held at the
Parnell Memorial
Library at the
University of
Montevallo. The
students came
from Montevallo,
Clanton and
Verbena. 

“The instruc-
tion took place at
the University of
Montevallo. They had to
contact the director there to
ask for permission for that,”
said Raylene Gaddis. “They
were awarded permission
to use their auditorium for
those two weeks.” 

The program consisted
of two sessions a day, one
for the second graders and
one for the third graders. It
culminated with a concert
at the end for the parents. 

“The first week they
learned to breathe and
learned where the notes
were on a fingering chart
on a piece of paper,” said

Raylene Gaddis. 
It turned out the project

was a learning experience
for everyone, including the
Scouts.

“I think they were worn
out by the first week, but it
taught them perseverance.
It taught them the ability to
stick with it,” Raylene
Gaddis said.  

At the end of the two
weeks, the children were
allowed to take the fluto-
phones home with them to
keep. For more information
about Girl Scouting and the
Silver Award, go to
www.girlscouts.org.  

Pictured are (L-R) Salem Gaddis, Savana
Young and Sonya Wynn.(contributed by
Raylene Gaddis)

Buck’s Pizza offers fun 
favorites and a dash of
unique options to satisfy
everyone in the family. Here
is some of what we offer: 

•22 specialty Hand-Tossed pizzas•12 signature hot-wings sauces   
•Chicken wings •Boneless tenders•Oven-baked sandwiches

•Home-made bread•Salads •Kids menu•Catering
251 Buck Creek Plaza across from the Post Office on Hwy 119.  

DELIVERY/DINE IN/CARRYOUT 358-3391

BUY 1 LARGE 
SPECIALTY PIZZA 

GET A LARGE 
1-TOPPING PIZZA FREE

($15 Minimum on Delivery.  Offer
good through Jan 31, 2014)

DINE-IN SPECIAL 
FREE REG. ORDER OF 

CINNAMON STIX WITH ANY
LARGE SPECIALTY PIZZA

Offer good through Jan. 31, 2014

25% OFF DELIVERY ORDERS 
OF $25 OR MORE

Offer good through Jan. 31, 2014
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Closed for Holidays. The
Alabaster Senior Center
will be closed on the fol-
lowing dates: •Wed., Jan. 1,
New Year’s Day & Mon.,
Jan. 20, in observance of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day.
January 2014 Exercise
Class Fees  There will be a
$2 cost per exercise class
beginning in January. You
will have the option to pay
$2 when you sign in for
each class, or you will be
able to purchase an exercise
punch card – 10 classes for
$20. You will then need to
bring cash or the punch
card when you sign up for
each class. We are continu-
ing to grow and looking for
ways to keep things simple
and efficient. Thank you in
advance for your willing-
ness to grow with us!
Zumba Gold I
Wednesdays, 1:00 pm – 
2 pm.  A relatively high
intensity, low-impact fit-
ness class featuring Latin
and World rhythms, and
the same party flavor as
regular Zumba.  It results
in a great cardio workout
that is fun!  Cost is $2 per
class. 
NEW Zumba Gold II 
Wednesdays, 2:15 pm – 3:00
pm.  New to Zumba Gold?
This is the perfect place to
get started. Low intensity,
low-impact dance/fitness
class with an opportunity
to break-down and learn
basic Latin and World
rhythms. Same party flavor
and fun as Zumba I.  Cost
is $2 per class. 
Zumba Gold Toning
Fridays from 1:00 pm – 2:00
pm.  Join us for a dynamic
class using lightweight
resistance training.  This
class can help participants
prevent age-related bone
loss, increase muscle
strength and definition,
decrease body fat and
improve mobility, posture,
coordination and cognition.
Cost is $2 per class.

JANUARY SENIOR ACTIVITIES      
Arthritis Foundation
Exercise Program
Wednesdays at 10:00 am.
Space is limited.  Cost is $2
per class.
Line dancing  Thursdays.
Join us at 9:30 am for the
intermediate class.  Join us
at 10:30 am for the beginner
class.  No experience neces-
sary.  Cost is $2 per class.
NEW:  Intergenerational
Program “Making
Memories” Friday, Jan. 3,
from 10 am – 12:00 pm.  We
are inviting our seniors and
their grandchildren or great
grandchildren (ages 3-12) to
join in a special day togeth-
er.  We will have fun with a
magician, create a nature
craft, and a craft to take
home.  We will also enjoy
pizza for lunch.  Space is
limited.  Cost is $8 for one
senior and one child.
NEW:  It’s a TANGLED
WORLD  Tuesdays – 
Jan 14, 21, 28, & Feb 4 from
12:30 pm until 2:00 pm.
Join Jan Rogers for basic
classes in creating ZEN-
TANGLE© inspired pen
and ink drawings. There are
NO MISTAKES!  Give up
your fears and produce
interesting new designs
from your practice.  This art
form allows you to draw
and RELAX at the same
time.  It’s fun, and after four
classes, you will draw like a
pro. You will complete your
own pattern for a new
(insulated) coffee mug and
at least one Valentine’s card
for a loved one.  Cost is $12
per person.  Space is limit-
ed. 
Civil Rights Museum and
Lunch  Thursday, Jan. 16.
Join us for a tour of the
Civil Rights Museum in
Birmingham and lunch at
Niki’s West.   We will be
traveling on the 25 passen-
ger bus.  Cost is $3 to hold
your spot.  Bring $5 (cash)
for the tour and $10-$12 for
lunch. Space is limited.

Upcoming Book Club
Friday, January 24, at
10am. Join us for our next
class.  We will meet every
4th Friday to discuss the
book and introduce a new
book.  Sign up at the Senior
Center.
NEW:  Watercolor Class
Wednesdays from 1:00 pm
– 3:00 pm. All painting lev-
els are welcome.  Come
learn how to paint with
watercolor.  $25 for 4 class-
es each month and includes
your paper.  Must sign up.
You won’t want to miss all
the activities at the Senior
Center:
•Timeless Treasures
(singing):  Mondays at 10
am
•Wii Bowling:  Tuesdays at
12 pm
•Rook:  Wednesdays at
9:00 am

•Arthritis Foundation
Exercise:  Wednesdays at
10:00 am
•Zumba Gold I (exercise):
Wednesdays at 1 pm
•Zumba Gold II (exercise):
Wednesdays from 2:15 pm
until 3:00 pm
•Beginner/Inter Line danc-
ing:  Thursdays at 9:30 am
•Beginner Line Dancing:
Thursdays at 10:30 am
•Bridge:  Thursdays from 
12 pm until 3 pm
•Tempo exercise:  Fridays at
10 am
•Zumba Gold Toning:
Fridays from 1 pm until 2
pm

If you would like more
information concerning
Senior programs, please con-
tact the Alabaster Senior
Center at 205-663-1307 or
awalters@cityofalabaster.com



AN ARMORED MARAUDER   by David Frings           

Growing up in
Alabama in the 1950’s and
60’s were much simpler
times.  As a child, we
played outside every day it
did not rain which brought
me close to nature at a very
early age.  Our family took
fun vacations to the beach
each summer at Gulf
Shores with cottages rather
than high-rise condos.  The
beach and surrounding
scrub added new adven-
tures for a young boy find-
ing shells, live sand dollars,
and ghost crabs.  My love
for nature was also
tweaked by the unusual
forest, clad with draperies
of gray hanging Spanish
moss and unusual critters
like armadillos.
Armadillos fascinated me

so much that every time I
saw one lying dead on the
road, I always said
“Daddy, I want one of
those for a pet!”  The
response was quick, with a
resounding NO!

During my childhood,
the nine-banded armadillo
was only seen in the area
of Gulf Shores and Foley
Alabama.  These nocturnal
marauders, which original-
ly began their long journey
from South America
decades ago, have steadily
migrated north reaching
Indiana and Ohio today.
Armadillos are a common
sight and often unwelcome
visitor to lawns around
Alabaster.  They live in
burrows that they easily
dig with their oversized
claws.  Even though these
excavators have huge
claws, they typically do
not defend themselves
even when cornered.
Instead of using aggression
to defend themselves, they
choose to either run away
or role into a ball relying of
the tough outer shell for
protection.  And believe

me they are fast runners!   
I have only won a footrace
twice with these guys that
resulted in their capture
and later release.  

We seldom see live
armadillos even though we
have a very healthy popu-
lation in the city.  They
sleep in their burrows
approximately 16 hours a
day, coming out to feed in
the evening and early
morning hours.  They feed
on insects, grubs, and
worms, which is beneficial
to the ecosystem but often
is not appreciated by the
homeowner with a mani-
cured lawn.  In their quest
for food, armadillos con-
stantly dig shallow holes in
the turf to extract their
prey.  This leaves more
divots in the lawn than the
worst golfer.  There is not
much that can be done to
make a hungry armadillo
leave your lawn alone.  If
you are having problems
with these guys and can
locate the burrow, some
recommend placing fra-
grant bars of bath soap or
rags soaked in vinegar at

the entrance.   Armadillos
appear to have a keen sense
of smell and are often
repelled by strange odors.
A highly manicured lawn
can reduce the food supply
and hiding places which
will be less appealing to the
armadillo.     

Whether you like them
or not these highly success-
ful and adaptive mammals
are probably here to stay.  

David Frings is an Adjunct
Professor of Environmental

Management and Director of
the  Oak Mountain
Interpretive Center 
Samford University 

located at Oak Mtn State Park

ARMADILLO
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YOUR NEW KEY TO THE CITY!! ADVERTISE IN
THE ORIGINAL ALABASTER NEWSLETTER

NO OTHER PRIVATE MEDIUM REACHES •EVERY
HOUSEHOLD, •EVERY BUSINESS, •EVERY MONTH
IN ALABASTER, THE LARGEST CITY IN SHELBY
COUNTY. PLUS YOUR AD IS ALSO 
PUBLISHED ON THE WEB.  REACH OVER
16,000 HOMES & BUSINESSES EACH MONTH
WITH YOUR ADVERTISING MESSAGE. WE’LL
CREATE YOUR AD AT NO ADDITIONAL COST
PLUS NO CONTRACTS TO SIGN & ALL COLOR
IS ALWAYS FREE PLUS FREE  INTERNET EXPOSURE!  The ONLY
NEWSLETTER published by citizens of Alabaster for citizens of
Alabaster.  WWW.ALABASTERNEWSLETTER.COM
Call Ted Vodde at 620-5505 or email 
tedvodde@gmail.com forinformation & rates.   

Data Dilemma?
Let us help you make 
smart data decisions!

-Affordable & Quick -

•Virus Removal

•Data Recovery

•PC/Laptop

compu t e r  t e chno log i e s

588-5860In Front Of Home Depot in Pelham
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Calendar of  Events
Marty Handlon, Mayor

handlon@cityofalabaster.com
664-6800

Sophie Martin, Ward 1
martin@cityofalabaster.com

358-8742
Bob Hicks, Ward 2

hicks@cityofalabaster.com
663-1801

MINDSTREAM MEDIA, LLC
P.O. BOX 2519
ALABASTER, AL 35007

PRESORTED
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
ALABASTER, AL
PERMIT NO. 36

RESIDENT OR BOXHOLDER OR POSTAL PATRON

Jan.1,   CITY OFFICES CLOSED 
FOR NEW YEARS HOLIDAY

Jan. 6,   City Council Meeting  7 pm  Chamber
Jan. 7, Water Board 7pm Chamber

Municipal Court  9 am & 2 pm Chamber
Public Safety Committee 6pm Conference

Jan.  8,  Municipal Court  9 am & 2 pm Chamber
Jan.  9,  Finance Committee 5:30 pm Conference
Jan. 13, Board of Education 6:00 pm  Chamber
Jan. 14, Housing & Abatement Board  5:00pm Conference
Jan. 15, Municipal Court  9 am & 2 pm  Chamber

Sewer Committee 6 pm Chamber
Jan. 16, Public Works Committee 5 pm  Chamber

Economic Development Committee 5:30 pm Conf.
Jan. 20, CITY OFFICES CLOSED 

FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
Jan. 21, City Council Meeting  7 pm  Chamber

Driving School, 7pm
Jan. 27, Board of Adjustments  6:30 pm  Conference

Library Board 6pm ALS Library
Jan. 28, Planning & Zoning  7 pm Conference
Meetings are now held in the new City Hall next to the
Senior Center.  Chamber refers to the large meeting
chamber and conference refers to the conference

room in the new facility.  Questions about a meeting?   
Call 664-6800.  A full 2013 Calendar is available for 

reference at www.cityofalabaster.com

CITY DEPARTMENT PHONE NUMBERS   •Non-emergency Police matters 663-7401 •Animal Control 664-6761  
•Personnel Dept 664-6838  •Code Enforcement 664-5907•Revenue/Business License Dept 664-6844

•Alabaster Water Board 663-6155 •Garbage/recycling bins  664-6800  •Alabaster Parks & Recreation 664-6840

No representation is made that the quality of services to be performed is greater than the quality of services performed by other lawyers.

Elizabeth A. Roland
Attorney at Law

620-1278
267 Village Parkway (Highway 95), Helena 

www.elizabethroland.com

CAN WE HELP YOU WITH
LEGAL MATTERS?

•Accidents •Wills •Divorce 
•Civil & Criminal Trials
Is your will up to date?

Give us a call! Elizabeth Roland

THE ORIGINAL

Alabaster
NEWSLETTER

Stacy Rakestraw, Ward 3
rakestraw@cityofalabaster.com

621-0168
Rick Walters, Ward 4

walters@cityofalabaster.com
281-7394

Russell Bedsole, Ward 5
bedsole@cityofalabaster.com

663-6212

Scott Brakefield, Ward 6
brakefield@cityofalabaster.com

685-0302
Tommy Ryals, Ward 7

ryals@cityofalabaster.com
664-1301

George Henry, 
City Manager and City Clerk

ghenry@cityofalabaster.com
664-6800

BUSINESS LICENSES DUE
It’s that time of year again!  Business owners should be receiving a

Renewal Notice in the mail the first week in December for your City of
Alabaster Business License.  The license is due before January 31, 2014.

There will be a 15% penalty to all licenses received after that date.  If you
have had a change of address for your business, please contact the office at

664-6844 or you may email them at revenue@cityofalabaster.com.
Remember city offices are now at 1953 Municipal Way suite 101.

Master Technicians
Prompt, Courteous, Honest

718 Fulton Springs Rd. (Hwy 26)
Take Hwy 119 turn left at the light past the

new Publix at White Stone Center.

Mon.- Fri.7:30 A.M. ‘TIL 5 P.M.

Owner Doug Melton

www.meltonautomotive.com

663-6088

Full Service Auto Repair
Domestic or Import
All Makes & Models

Specializing in
TOYOTA & LEXUS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

CoverFlip
AUTOMOTIVE UPHOLSTERY

2675 Pelham Parkway, Pelham 35124

Services Offered

205-664-2345
Fax: 205-664-2340   Cell: 205-5876070

coverflip@hotmail.com

We are located on Hwy 31 in Pelham across Pelham
Imports and Enterprise auto sale (take road beside

Domino’s pizza up the hill)

GIFT CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE
HOURS : Monday -Friday: 8:00am-6:00pm and Saturday: 8:00am-4:00pm 

• leather interior
• headliners

• seat repairs
• door panels
• carpets

• boat seat repair
• light furniture


